
Year 2/3 History: Monarchs (1509-1625)

Key Information

The Tudors ruled England for 118 years – The Tudor 
period lasted from 1485 to 1603, starting with Henry 
VII and ending with Elizabeth I.

Henry VIII had six wives – He married multiple times 
to have a male heir, but only one son, Edward VI, 
survived childhood.

The Church of England was created – Henry VIII 
broke away from the Catholic Church and made 
himself the head of the Church of England.

Elizabeth I defeated the Spanish Armada in 1588 – 
This was a famous battle at sea where England 
stopped Spain from invading.

The Gunpowder Plot happened in 1605 – A group 
of people, including Guy Fawkes, tried to blow up 
Parliament but were caught. 

Key Vocabulary 

Monarch
A king or queen who rules 
a country.

Protestant
A type of Christian who 
does not follow the Pope.

Church of England
The Christian church 
started by Henry VIII.

Reign
The time a king or queen 
rules.

Catholic
A type of Christian who 
follows the Pope.

Spanish Armada
A big fleet of Spanish ships 
that tried to invade 
England.

Dynasty
A family of rulers over 
many years.

Execution
When someone is put to 
death as a punishment.

Legacy
Something important that 
is remembered from the 
past.

Throne
The special chair for a king 
or queen.

Heir
The person who will be the 
next king or queen.

Parliament
The group of people who 
help make laws.

The Gunpowder Plot

In 1605, a group of men, including Guy Fawkes, planned to blow up the Houses of Parliament. They wanted to remove King James I 
and replace him with a Catholic ruler. Today, people in Britain remember the event on Bonfire Night (5th November) by lighting 
fireworks and burning an effigy of Guy Fawkes on a bonfire.
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